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JODY RAMBO 
ELEGY IN  W H ICH
I wi ll  m a k e  o f  m y  m i n d  a s c rape  nes t  for  y o u r  absence .  C l e a r  a swale  
for  s i lences.  H o l l o w  it deep.  Let  it w i ld  be  w i t h  sorrow.
Let  it smal l  p sa lm h o m e  again .  A n d  w h e n  it b e c o m e s  d i f f i cu l t  
to  im a g i n e  n o t h i n g  as sol id  as a m o t h e r ’s ar ms ,  I wi ll  keep on  m o v i n g  
t h r o u g h  th e  grasses in search  o f  sm al lne ss ,  seeds &  h usks  b l o w i n g  
in t h e  p a p e r  ai r o f  y o u r  voice  as I r e m e m b e r  i t— a q u i e t  abyss.
For  th is  p a r t i n g  takes  m u s c le  u n n a t u r a l .  Li f t  me 
i n t o  th e  su n  again .  I h a r d ly  have h a n d s  to  t o u c h  
my su tu re s .  Even th e  c lo u d s  co ld ly  sway. M y  w r i s t s —  
pale  f i sh— m o v e  t h r o u g h  th e  su rfa ces  o f  w i n t e r  p o n d s .
Edges ,  I hover .  Every  hi ll  b e c o m e s  a ru in .
B e n e a t h  m y  na i l s— d r e d g e d  e a r t h  o f  h eav en ,  b l ack  m o o n - s l i v e r s  
in shades  o f  hair.  A n d  I w o n d e r ,  in this u n - d a y  o f  y o u r  leaving,  w h y  all 
you  s e n d  m e  is a b i rd?  H u n g r y ,  w i n g - f l u t t e r e d ,  j a w i n g  for  a song.
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